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DESCRIPTION OF A SPECIMEN OF CHIROLOPHIS POLYACTOCEFHALUS 
FROM VANCOUVER ISLAND. 

BY ASHDOWN H. GREEN. 

A specimen of this rare blenny, Chirolophis polyaetocephalus, 
taken at Alert Bay on the North East Coast of Vancouver Island 
in November, 1890. I give herewith a detailed description : 

Body elongate, compressed. Eyes approximate ; no lateral line. 
Scales deeply imbedded, appearing like pits, 186 in length, 54 from 
back to belly. Branchial rays 5. Gill membrane continuous, free 
from isthmus. Skin on top of head and neck loose ; numerous der- 
mal flaps and cirri. Large superciliary cirrus with three main 
branches. Numerous mucous pores on snout. Mouth and lips 
fleshy ; a single row of delicately fine comb-like teeth on upper and 
lower jaw, closely set. Two patches of fine teeth on upper part of 
gullet. No teeth on vomer or palatines. 

Dorsal LXIII, fleshy, the sharp points of spines projecting slightly 
beyond the membranes. The 8 anterior spines stronger and more 
blunt than the remainder, covered with loose skin, and having 
numerous dermal flaps, some extending beyond the spines. Dorsal 
not connected with the caudal. 

Anal rays 46, soft and fleshy, the rays folding over one another, 
free for about half their length. The first ray shorter than the 
others, the last connected. Anal not connected with caudal fin. 
Ventral rays 3, jugular, fleshy, no spine. Pectoral rays 14, broad, 
rays broadly branched, fleshy towards base. Caudal rays 14, 
rounded, rays fleshy and broadly branched. 

Coloration : two conspicuous black wavy lines behind opercle, 
and in front of pectorals. Numerous light colored blotches, on 
body, dorsal and anal, round or oval, about the size of peas or small 
beans. Said to be highly colored, scarlet spots, purple body, re- 
sembling Hexagrammus supereiliosus when fresh. The specimen 
is now in the Provincial Museum, Victoria, British Columbia. 

This fish has not previously been taken south of Alaska. A good 
figure has been given by Dr. T. H. Bean in Nelson's "Report on 
Natural History Collections in Alaska," plate XV, but no descrip- 
tion, except the fragmentary account of a Kamtschatkan specimen 
given by Pallas, has ever been published. 



